
                                                        

Lieutenant Colonel Bede Galvin 
COMMANDING OFFICER – 20th SURVEILLANCE AND TARGET 

ACQUISITION REGIMENT 
 

LTCOL Bede Galvin entered the Royal Military College Duntroon in June 1994 and 
following graduation in December 1995 was allocated to the Royal Australian 
Artillery. His formative years involved regimental appointments at the 16th Air 
Defence Regiment and 1st Field Regiment. Throughout, LTCOL Galvin has been 
fortunate to command teams in supported of high readiness units across the Australian 
Defence Force which have deployed to East Timor and the Middle East. 
 
Between regimental postings, LTCOL Galvin has held instructional positions at the 
1st Recruit Training Battalion as a Platoon Commander, the Royal Military College 
Duntroon as a Tactics Instructor and the US Army Air and Missile Defense School as 
a Captains' Career Course Instructor. Whilst posted to the US, LTCOL Galvin was 
directly involved in concept development for the Air Defense Air Management Cell 
and Counter Rocket Artillery Mortar capability, subsequently introduced into 
operational theatres in quick succession. 
 
In 2007, LTCOL Galvin assumed command of the 111th Air Defence Battery, re-
rolled as Golf Company, in Timor Leste as part of OP ASTUTE. Upon return from 
Timor Leste, the 111th Air Defence Battery introduced and demonstrated new Ground 
Based Air Defence concepts focused on broader air land integration for land forces. 
After his tenure as a Battery Commander, LTCOL Galvin attended Australian 
Command and Staff Course in 2009. 
 
In January of 2010, he was promoted to his current rank and posted as the Deputy 
Director of Air Land Integration in the Joint Capability Coordination Branch of 
VCDF Group. Due to the changing joint needs, this office was renamed to the Air 
Surface Integration Office and finally to the Battlespace Integration Office. In 2011, 
the LTCOL Galvin was appointed as the Acting Director of Battlespace Integration 
Office focusing on Air Surface Integration, Command and Control and Joint Fires. 
In late 2011, LTCOL Galvin assumed the position as a Military Advisor to the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan based in Kandahar. LTCOL Galvin was 
appointed as the Commanding Officer of the 20th Surveillance and Target 
Acquisition Regiment on 31 Aug 12. 
 
LTCOL Galvin holds a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Management and History, and a 
Masters in Arts (Strategy and Policy). LTCOL Galvin's professional interests continue 
to be centred on the integration of the air, land and maritime environments. 
 
LTCOL Galvin's interests extend beyond the military, as an avid surfer and as an 
inaugural member of the Gold Coast Suns he passionately follows Australian Rules 
Football. LTCOL Galvin is married to Brenda and together they have three children: 
Zack (18), Lili (8) and Bede (5). 


